
CHAPTER 4 Freedom of Information Act 

 

SECTION 30-4-30. Right to inspect or copy public records; fees; notification as to public availability of 

records; presumption upon failure to give notice; records to be available when requestor appears in person. 

  

 (B) The public body may establish and collect fees as provided for in this section. The public body may 

establish and collect reasonable fees not to exceed the actual cost of the search, retrieval, and redaction of 

records. The public body shall develop a fee schedule to be posted online. The fee for the search, retrieval, 

or redaction of records shall not exceed the prorated hourly salary of the lowest paid employee who, in the 

reasonable discretion of the custodian of the records, has the necessary skill and training to perform the 

request. Fees charged by a public body must be uniform for copies of the same record or document and 

may not exceed the prevailing commercial rate for the producing of copies. Copy charges may not apply to 

records that are transmitted in an electronic format. If records are not in electronic format and the public 

body agrees to produce them in electronic format, the public body may charge for the staff time required to 

transfer the documents to electronic format. However, members of the General Assembly may receive 

copies of records or documents at no charge from public bodies when their request relates to their legislative 

duties. The records must be furnished at the lowest possible cost to the person requesting the records. 

Records must be provided in a form that is both convenient and practical for use by the person requesting 

copies of the records concerned, if it is equally convenient for the public body to provide the records in this 

form. Documents may be furnished when appropriate without charge or at a reduced charge where the 

agency determines that waiver or reduction of the fee is in the public interest because furnishing the 

information can be considered as primarily benefiting the general public. Fees may not be charged for 

examination and review to determine if the documents are subject to disclosure. A deposit not to exceed 

twenty-five percent of the total reasonably anticipated cost for reproduction of the records may be required 

prior to the public body searching for or making copies of records. 

 

HISTORY: 1978 Act No. 593, Section 4; 1987 Act No. 118, Section 4; 1990 Act No. 555, Section 1; 1998 

Act No. 423, Section 1; 2017 Act No. 67 (H.3352), Section 1, eff May 19, 2017. 

Effect of Amendment 

2017 Act No. 67, Section 1, rewrote the section, providing that electronic transmissions are included 

among the record formats available for inspection, providing certain limitations applicable to prisoners, 

providing that public bodies are not required to create electronic versions of public records to fulfill 

records requests, revising requirements concerning records request fulfillment fees, permitting public 

bodies to charge certain deposits before searching and copying public records in response to records 

requests, and revising the time limits and manner for responding to records requests. 


